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Catalog No. 0125 Region Unknown
Name Narmer Baboon Site Unknown
Date (Period) Dyn. 1 Locality Unknown
Date (King) Narmer Depository Agyptisches Museum und Papyrussammiung ( Berlin )
Dated By Royal name Registration No. 22607
Type Statue Dimensions 51 cm H, 24.5 cm L, 33 cm W (object)

Method of Inscription Incised
Material Stone (calcite - alabaster)
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Agyptisches Museum und Papyrussammiung ( Berlin ), 22607

Comments

According to Dreyer 2013, this statue probably shows Narmer after his death as an ancestral god, "the great white one", and may have originated in his as-yet-
unidentified funerary enclosure at Abydos. To the left of the serek/1is what appears to be a ram (sign E11). Kaplony says that the Ram might be a secondary
name for Narmer, but this has not been widely accepted. In addition to sign E11, E. Schott sees sigh R4 below and to the right of the Ram. Together with the
ram, she reads it as the personal name “Khnum-hotep”, “beloved of Khnum”. Krauss, who examined the inscription closely, says the traces identified by Schott
as R4 are just veins in the stone, thus he did not include R4 in his reconstruction, and concludes that the interpretation is unknown. Hornung and Staehelin
(1974) suggest that the baboon statue might be a statue of the dead Narmer himself, who now manifests himself as the Great White One.
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Abb. 1: Tnschrift des Narmer-Pavians nach Scrarer, Altertiimer TI, 1920, 64, Abb. 43
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Abb. 2: Tnschrift des Narmer-Pavians nach Scuotr, in: RAE 21, 1969, 81, Abb. 5
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